
Babylon 1980, d. Franco Rosso
Babylon depicts the struggles of a Black 
British working class musician and was 
filmed in Brixton and Deptford. The story 
centres on sound system culture and themes 
of police racism, violence against blacks, 
poverty and disillusion with lack of 
opportunities. 791.437 BAB

Burning an Illusion 1981, d. Melenik 
Shabazz
Burning an Illusion is about a young 
Black British woman’s love life, 
mostly shot around Notting Hill and 
Ladbroke Grove, and was only the second 
film made by a Black British director. The 
film prioritises personal drama over 
socio-economic and political conflicts. 
791.43731 BUR

Pressure 1975, d. Horace Ové
Pressure was the first feature-length 
fiction film made by a Black British 
director and is a powerful portrait of the 
conflicts between first and second 
generation West Indian migrants in the 
Notting Hill area. Pressure explores 
numerous social and economic issues, such 
as poverty, unemployment and discrimina-
tion. 791.43734 PRE

Black Joy 1977, d. Anthony Simmons
Black Joy is an ironic comedy about the 
clash of cultures. An optimistic young man 
from Guyana believes emigrating to 
London will result in a better life, but the 
reality is much different. The film was 
entered into the 1977 Cannes Film 
Festival. 791.43731 BLA

Bullet Boy 2004, d. Saul Dibb
Bullet Boy is an acclaimed and 
powerful drama about a young man 
living in East London, who, having 
recently been released from prison, attempts 
to leave his gun crime past behind him. 
The film features music by Massive Attack. 
791.43731 BUL

Young Soul Rebels 1992, d. Isaac Ju-
lien
Young Soul Rebels is an influential 
coming of age drama about the political 
and cultural tensions between a diverse 
London community (skinheads, punks and 
soulboys) in 1977, the year of the Queen’s 
Silver Jubilee. 791.43731 YOU

Babymother 1998, d. Julian Henriques
Directed by Julian Henriques, co-head of 
department for Media and 
Communications, Babymother is set in 
Harlesden, North West London and 
focuses on a single mother determined to 
make it as a singer in an all-girl 
reggae band, despite the odds being stacked 
against her. The film explores the dancehall 
subculture, whilst raising a number of 
wider social issues. 791.43731 BAB

Flame in the Streets 1961, d. Roy 
Baker
Flame in the Streets was an early 
examination of the cultural and racial 
tensions in a mixed West London
community, in the immediate wake of the 
Notting Hill riots of 1959. The film also 
explores political issues such as racial 
discrimination in the workplace and 
workers’ rights.  791.437 FLA

The Stuart Hall Project 2013, d. John 
Akomfrah
The Stuart Hall Project is a documentary 
about the influential cultural theorist who 
was one of the founders of The New Left 
Review and a key figure in the 
development of cultural studies in the UK 
whose influence is very much felt at 
Goldsmiths. The film explores the 
evolution of the post-war Black British 
identity. 306.01 STU

Playing Away 1987, d. Horace Ové
Playing Away is a comedy about two 
cricket teams. The first, an all-white 
rural team, invites a Brixton-based team 
of West Indian heritage to play a charity 
match. Ové explores the class of cultures 
and turns racial stereotypes on their head. 
791.43731 PLA
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