
My Brother’s Wedding 1983, d. 
Charles Burnett
Although Charles Burnett is more 
widely known for his 
neorealist-influenced 1978 drama 
‘Killer of Sheep’ (set in the Watts district of 
Los Angeles), ‘My Brother’s 
Wedding’ is a comedy-drama that 
explores the moral confusion its 
protagonist faces, torn between a 
childhood friend just released from 
prison, and his brother, about to marry 
into a family of a higher social standing. 
791.43731 MY

Daughters of the Dust 1991, d. Julie 
Dash
Daughters of the Dust was the first 
feature film directed by an 
African-American woman to be released in 
theatres in the United States. It 
follows the history of one family, 
originally brought to Georgia as slaves 
from West Africa, and their journey to New 
York. The film is largely in the 
Gullah creole dialect. 791.43731 DAU

Eve’s Bayou 1997, d. Kasi Simmons
Eye’s Bayou is a highly-acclaimed drama 
about a middle-class African-American 
family that threatens to be torn apart when 
the youngest daughter believes her father is 
having an affair – but is her memory 
reliable? 791.43731 EVE (R1 DVD)

Sidewalk Stories 1989, d. Charles 
Lane
Sidewalk Stories is a low-budget black and 
white drama with shades of Chaplin’s ‘The 
Kid’. A young African-American man 
rescues a child when her father is killed. 
Whilst trying to locate the child’s mother, 
he learns to care for her. 791.43731 SID 
(R1 DVD)

Pariah 2011, d. Dee Rees
Pariah is the tale of an African-American 
teenage girl from Brooklyn coming to terms 
with her identity as a lesbian. However, 
her parents are suspicious and tensions rise 
within the family. Pariah opened to 
exceptional reviews from critics. 
791.43731 PAR (R1 DVD)

Bamboozled 2000, d. Spike Lee
Bamboozled is Lee’s controversial 
satire on the inherent racism in American 
film and television. Taking its cue from Mel 
Brooks’ ‘The Producers’, a frustrated 
African-American writer creates a 
deliberately offensive television show 
depicting African-American racial 
stereotypes. However, it inexplicably 
becomes a success. 791.43731 BAM

Do The Right Thing 1989, d. Spike Lee
Do The Right Thing is arguably the most 
influential African-American film. Set in 
Brooklyn on the hottest day of Summer, 
the heat and the tensions between the 
different communities rise and ultimately 
cannot be contained. Lee’s film also 
features a distinctive colour palette and the 
music of Public Enemy. 791.43731 DOT

Bush Mama 1975, d. Haile Gerima
Bush Mama is an African-American 
feminist film, heavily influenced by the 
cinema verité of the 1960s and the French 
New Wave. A young woman’s struggles 
with poverty and unemployment 
encourage her political radicalization and 
turn to violence. 791.43731 BUS

Nothing but a Man 1964, d. Michael 
Roemer
Nothing but a Man is set in the American 
South and follows the relationship and 
marriage between an itinerant railroad 
worker and a schoolteacher, daughter of the 
town preacher. Facing the disapproval of 
their peers and society at large, the 
marriage is constantly challenged. 
791.43731 NOT (R1 DVD)

Chameleon Street 1989, d. Wendell B. 
Harris Jr
Chameleon Street is a true original. In 
fact, Harris Jr has not directed another 
film since. Playing the role of central 
protagonist himself, he reinvents himself 
according to whatever situation he finds 
himself in, becoming a chameleon. The 
film is primarily a comedy but subverts 
traditional notions of race and identity. 
791.43731 CHA (R1 DVD)
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